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Members of a French military medical unit carry an injured soldier toward a waiting helicopter last month in Inaloglog, Mali. Mali and 
other regions in Africa have experienced an increased Islamic State presence despite gains made last year against the group. 


Africa becomes latest focus of ISIS fight 


Deaths of U.S. soldiers in 
Niger illustrate militants’ 
new footholds in region 


BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 


NIAMEY, NIGER — Less than a 
year ago, the Islamic State’s ambi- 
tions in Africa seemed all but 
shattered. In Libya, militias as- 
sisted by U.S. Special Operations 
soldiers and airstrikes drove the 
militants from their stronghold 
in the city of Sirte. Hundreds of 
Islamic State fighters died. Oth- 
ers fled south toward desert hide- 
outs. 

“There were no more black 
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flags,” recalled Claudia Gazzini, a 
senior Libya analyst for the Inter- 
national Crisis Group, describing 
the situation when she visited 
southern Libya after the militant 
group’s defeat in December. 

But many highly trained Is- 
lamic State fighters crossed into 
the vast ungoverned areas of 
impoverished Niger, according to 
regional security officials and 
analysts. Some then flowed to 
zones where militants were ac- 
tive in Mali, Nigeria and other 
countries. 

The fighters have helped inject 
new energy into a spreading Is- 
lamist militancy, creating fresh 
challenges for U.S. forces in the 
region. Few Americans knew 
their troops were engaged in one 
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White House releases dire report on climate change 


BY CHRIS MOONEY, 
JULIET EILPERIN 
AND BRADY DENNIS 


The Trump administration re- 
leased a dire scientific report Fri- 
day calling human activity the 
dominant driver of global warm- 
ing, a conclusion at odds with 
White House decisions to with- 


draw from a key international 
climate accord, champion fossil 
fuels and reverse Obama-era cli- 
mate policies. 

To the surprise of some scien- 
tists, the White House did not 
seek to prevent the release of the 
government’s National Climate 
Assessment, which is mandated 
by law. The report affirms that 


climate change is driven almost 
entirely by human action, warns 
of a worst-case scenario where 
seas couldrise as high as eight feet 
by the year 2100, and details 
climate-related damage across 
the United States that is already 
unfolding as a result of an average 
global temperature increase of 
1.8 degrees Fahrenheit since 1900. 


“Tt is extremely likely that hu- 
man influence has been the domi- 
nant cause of the observed warm- 
ing since the mid-20th century,” 
the document reports. “For the 
warming over the last century, 
there is no convincing alternative 
explanation supported by the ex- 
tent of the observational evi- 

CLIMATE CONTINUED ON A2 


Bergdahl avoids 
prison time for 
deserting post 


DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE FOR SOLDIER 


Trump calls judge’s decision a “complete disgrace’ 


BY ALEX HORTON 


FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, who in 2009 walked off 
a US. military outpost in eastern 
Afghanistan and spent the next 
five years in enemy captivity, was 
sentenced Friday to a dishonor- 
able discharge from the Army but 
will avoid prison time. 

Bergdahl, 31, pleaded guilty in 
October to charges of desertion 
and misbehavior before the enemy 
and had faced a maximum life 
sentence. As the judge, Army Col. 
Jeffery R. Nance, prepared to read 
his sentence, Bergdahl appeared 
shaken, clenching his jaw as he 
had done during other tense mo- 
ments throughout the proceed- 
ings. 

It was unclear how Nance ar- 
rived at his decision. The judge 
promptly left the courtroom after 
delivering the announcement, 
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making no additional statements. 
A member of Bergdahl’s defense 
team wept. 

Bergdahl’s case sparked fero- 
cious debate over his actions and 
the controversial prisoner ex- 
change that led to his release in 
2014, challenging the military’s 
bedrock principle of never leaving 
a soldier behind. 

It also was overshadowed by 
President Trump’s accusation that 
Bergdahlis a traitor who should be 
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Trump flouts protocol, 
pushes for probe of 
Democratic Party 


BY PHILIP RUCKER 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


President Trump on Friday re- 
peatedly called on the Justice De- 
partment and FBI to investigate his 
Democratic political opponents, a 
breach of the traditional executive 
branch boundaries designed to 
prevent the criminal justice system 
from becoming politicized. 

Trump urged federal law en- 
forcement to “do what is right and 
proper” by launching criminal 
probes of former presidential rival 
Hillary Clinton and her party — a 
surprising use of his bully pulpit 
considering he acknowledged a 
day earlier that presidents are not 
supposed to intervene in such deci- 


sions. 

In a flurry of accusatory morn- 
ing tweets, Trump claimed there 
was mounting public pressure for 
new Clinton probes, including over 
her campaign’s joint fundraising 
agreement with the Democratic 
National Committee that effective- 
ly gave her some control over the 
party’s finances, strategy and staff- 
ing before the primaries began. 

Trump invoked Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.), who had said 
that she believed the Democratic 
primaries were rigged in Clinton’s 
favor based on details of the ar- 
rangement in a new book by for- 
mer DNC interim chair Donna Bra- 
zile. Using his pejorative nickname 
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Shut down Deactivation of Trump account no accident, Twitter says. A6 


Haitian, Central American 
migrant protections in peril 


BY NICK MIROFF 
AND KAREN DEYOUNG 


More than 300,000 Central 
Americans and Haitians living in 
the United States under a form of 
temporary permission no longer 
need to be shielded from deporta- 
tion, the State Department told 
Homeland Security officials this 
week, a few days ahead of a highly 
anticipated DHS announcement 
about whether to renew that pro- 
tection. 

On Tuesday, Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson sent a letter to act- 
ing DHS secretary Elaine Duke to 
inform her that conditions in Cen- 
tral America and Haiti that had 
been used to justify the protection 
no longer necessitate a reprieve 
for the migrants, some of whom 
have been allowed to live and 
work in the United States for 


20 years under a program known 
as Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS). 

Tillerson’s assessment, re- 
quired by law, has not been made 
public, but its recommendations 
were confirmed by several admin- 
istration officials familiar with its 
contents. The officials spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to dis- 
cuss internal deliberations. 

DHS has until Monday to an- 
nounce its plans for roughly 
57,000 Hondurans and 2,500 Ni- 
caraguans whose TPS protections 
will expire in early January. Al- 
though most arrived here illegally, 
they were exempted from depor- 
tation after Hurricane Mitch dev- 
astated Central America in 1998. 
Their TPS protections have been 
renewed routinely since then, in 
some cases following additional 
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A wary eye 
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A woman in Tiga Pancur village in North Sumatra watches an eruption of Mount Sinabung on 
Friday. The Indonesian volcano roared back to life in 2010 after 400 years of dormancy. 


GOP considers 


using tax bill to 
repeal ACA tenet 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


House Republicans grappled 
Friday with the difficulty of turn- 
ing their new tax plan into law, 
making achange that would make 
the proposal’s tax cuts for individ- 
uals less generous and entertain- 
ing a controversial proposal from 
President Trump to use the tax bill 
to repeal a central element of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

Republicans changed the tax 
overhaul, which was announced 
Thursday, to cut $81 billion from 
the tax breaks it would provide to 
individual taxpayers. The move 
was made as lawmakers realized 
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Lobby battle on tax bill: Powerful 
actors are ready for a long fight. A4 
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<< As they are In the 
aftermath of a social media 
scandal in which explicit 
photos of current and former 
female Marines were posted, 
we asked women in the 
Corps how they wish to be 
seen by others. Magazine 


Greek odyssey When friends 
charter a sailboat on the 
Aegean, any itinerary goes 
the way of the wind. Travel 
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<< Silent at the mic? Country 
music stars have been told to 
keep their political beliefs to 
themselves. But the mass 
shooting at a Las Vegas 
concert may have changed 
that. Arts & Style 


Daylight saving time ends 
At 2 a.m. Sunday, we gain an hour. 


THE NATION 

Trump’s 2013 Russia trip 
Allegations in the infamous dossier 
may come up as the president’s 
longtime bodyguard is queried. A6 
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